
 

 

Programs for Youth Groups  
Sport Teams, Church Groups, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, After School Programs ,  Police Activities League  

 
 

The Experience  
of a  Lifetime!  



 

 

  

Proven Educational Excellence  
A nationally recognized leader and Californiaôs leading 

provider, The Boojum Institute  for Experiential Education 

has provided over 80,000 youth, high school and young 

adults outdoor education experiences since 1975.  The 

Institute is the only accredited, non-profit outdoor education 

provider in California and one of only fourteen 

wilderness/adventure organizations in the nation to be 

accredited by the international Association for Experiential 

Education (AEE).  We provide custom designed experiences 

designed to meet the needs of your group. 

 
Our Mission  
Guided by our mission to unlock potential, promote self 

discovery, and inspire growth, the foundation of the Institute 

centers around six core values:  Personal Growth, Teamwork, 

Leadership, Compassion, Environmental Stewardship, and 

Community.   
 
The Boojum Experience  
The Institute provides participants with exciting and 

challenging experiential educational programs that 

successfully complement and support curricular and team 

goals.  A participant who has experienced a Boojum program 

returns to the classroom, family or workplace with a stronger 

feeling of self-confidence in his or her problem-solving 

capabilities.  The Boojum Experience fosters a ñcan doò 

attitude providing individuals with opportunities for self-

discovery, confidence building, and the improvement of 

interpersonal skills through trust and team-building activities.  

The Boojum Experience strengthens leadership, confidence, 

trust, listening and observation skills. 

 

Boojum Institute Staff  
Boojum instructors are among the most gifted teachers in the 

outdoor education field.  All of the staff are outdoor 

education professionals and have a passion for introducing 

people to the outdoors.  The field staff possess an ideal blend 

of natural history expertise, technical outdoor skills 

(paddling, rock climbing, backcountry travel, etc.), and the 

all-important interpersonal and group dynamics facilitation 

talents required to provide the best possible experience for 

educational groups.  Many have state Teaching Credentials or 

Masterôs Degrees in a related field.  All field staff are 

certified in First Aid and CPR; Boojumôs Course Directors 

hold Wilderness First Responder or Wilderness Emergency 

Medical Technician certifications. 

 
Safety and Risk Management  
Although any outdoor activity involves an element of risk, all 

of Boojumôs programs have several built-in risk management 

protocols designed to lessen that risk.  All Boojum instructors 

are certified in emergency medical skills and are trained in 

emergency response.  Boojum takes risk management very 

seriously, and is proud of its excellent safety record of nearly 

30 years, which meets or exceeds industry standards. 

 
Tuition  
Programs are priced for as little as $50 per student for a half 

day program to $495 per student for a 5 day expedition-based 

program.  Tuition depends on location, number of students 

and activity components.  Please contact us for additional 

information and details. 

Nationally Accredited  
As California's leading outdoor and  

experiential education provider, the  

Boojum Institute reaffirmed its 

distinguished place among its peers  

in 2009 by earning re-accreditation  

for five years from the internationally  

respected Association for Experiential  

Education (AEE), making it one of only  

fourteen wilderness/adventure programs  

in the country to achieve this distinction.  

We are very proud to continue to be  

recognized as a leader in the field of  

Experiential Education in California  

and across the nation. 
 
"Accredited Programs are the ones out there striving to be the 

best," states AEE Accreditation Director Shawn Tierney. 

"Programs like the Boojum Institute that have completed the 

AEE Accreditation process have distinguished themselves in 

the growing field of experiential education."  

 

 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, Administrators and Students: 

 

We are delighted that you are considering a Boojum Institute 

program.  After teaching at Penn State University and 

developing the Universityô freshman Wilderness Orientation 

program, ORION, and working with hundreds of youth 

groups, I know how critical it is to select a knowledgeable, 

credible partner to work with your students.  Allow me to tell 

you a few key reasons why the Boojum Experience is so 

special. 

 

¶ The Institute is nationally accredited by the Association of 

Experiential Education (AEE).  Our programs are 

thoroughly and rigorously audited by external peer 

reviewers for program quality and safety.  We are one of 

only fourteen wilderness/adventure programs in the nation 

to earn this distinction. 

¶ All of the Instituteôs programs are custom designed to 

meet your educational outcomes.  Our staff of 

professional educators, will work with you hand-in-hand 

to craft a powerful educational experience for your 

students. 

¶ We are not bound by the borders of a camp or facility.  

We operate in dozens of carefully selected locations 

throughout California, Arizona and Nevada.  If traveling 

is a constraint, we can come to you and deliver our 

traveling educational programs and mobile team 

initiatives at your facility or a local park. 

 

You will find that the Boojum Experience is  

transformative - - one that students and staff 

will cherish for years to come. It would be  

our pleasure to have the opportunity to work  

with your group this year. 

 

 

Warm regards, 

Kurt A. Merrill, Executive Director 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thanks for the life changing 
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differently about my life !  

�.Boojum Student 

Leadership and Team Programs   
Boojum can design a program to bring your group together 

and help foster leadership and group development.  

Instructors use games, puzzles and creative problem-solving 

activities to enhance group development, leadership and 

personal growth. Our programs assist in individual and 

group development, with a particular focus on commitment, 

involvement, leadership, self-confidence, support and 

ownership of actions ï all of which are vital elements of an 

effective team.  

 

Challenge Course Facility  

Climbing high into the trees, belaying one another with 

ropes, shouting encouragement to one another as they fly 

down a zip line or helping each other across a high traverse 

initiative, all are part of a high ropes challenge experience 

that The Boojum Institute can design for your group. 

Our challenge course is located at the Idyllwild Pines Camp 

in the beautiful San Jacinto Mountains in Idyllwild ï close 

to all of Southern California ï and consists of a 

comprehensive set of ground initiative and both low and 

high "elements".  

 

The low elements provide a level of challenge that is close 

to the ground and are generally protected by spotting 

provided by the group. High elements involve initiatives that 

are 30-45 feet off the ground on cables and ropes. Belay 

systems that include the use of ropes, body harnesses and 

friction devices are used to control movement and protect 

participants during these initiatives. 

 

Mobile Team Initiative Course  
�« Let us come to you!  

In addition to our beautiful challenge course facility, Boojum 

also offers a mobile low-team challenge course that we can 

bring to your facility. Our Mobile Team Initiative Course 

consists of over a dozen skill and problem solving elements. 

This Mobile Course can facilitate small to large groups, both 

indoors or out. 

 


